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Here is the first edition of the national festival Il Belcanto ritrovato 

From 23 August to 10 September, in theatres and historic places in the Marche region 

 

Pesaro, 21/03/2022 - The rediscovery and recovery of an extraordinarily valuable Italian 

musical heritage. This is the aim of the National Festival - Il Belcanto ritrovato, which from 

23 August to 10 September 2022 will make the notes of great composers of the past 

resound in some of the beautiful theatres of the Marche region. 

Belcanto is an all-Italian invention, a true ante litteram specialty of "made in Italy", almost a 

Doc brand. The festival, at its first edition, aims to introduce curious listeners to the works of 

Italian composers between 1800 and 1850, with a preference for farces, comic and semi-

serious works. 

 

In the first half of the 19th century, melodrama in Italy went through one of its most 

successful periods: audiences increasingly flocked to theatres, the demand for new titles 

continued to grow, as did the number of composers.  

 

While the 2022 edition of the Festival focuses on the Piedmontese Pietro Generali (1773-

1832), with the staging of the farce "Cecchina suonatrice di ghironda", it also deploys all the 

richness and expressive quality of the Italian Belcanto with four other concert productions, 

which will feature music by Balducci, Briccialdi, Carafa, Corticelli, Giovanni, Mercadante, Nini, 

Pacini, Paër, Pavesi, Persiani, Portugal, Raimondi, Soliva, Spontini, Vaccaj, Zingarelli, and many 

other of the most acclaimed composers of the time. 

 

The project is the result of an idea by Rudolf Colm, a great Belcanto enthusiast, and is 

characterised by its choral nature and networking capacity. It is supported by the Ministry of 

Culture and the Marche Region, the 'region of a hundred theatres', which boasts a very high 

density of historic theatres, a heritage that is a candidate for UNESCO recognition. 

Five cities, including theatres and cultural venues, will frame and support the Festival: the 

municipalities of Pesaro, Fano, Urbino, Arcevia and Montemarciano. Five cultural 

institutions also provide support: Rossini Opera Festival, Fondazione Rossini, Fondazione 

Teatro della Fortuna di Fano, Accademia d'Arte Lirica di Osimo, Liceo Artistico F. 

Mengaroni of Pesaro. In addition to these, two private companies of the territory have 

contributed to the realization of the Festival: ILVA Glass SpA and Papalini Spa. 

Under the artistic direction of Daniele Agiman, the Festival is coordinated by the G. Rossini 

Symphony Orchestra, led by its president Saul Salucci, a prestigious institution recognised 

as an orchestral ensemble by the Fondo Unico dello Spettacolo. 

The programme  
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The curtain rises on the first edition of Il Belcanto ritrovato on Tuesday 23 August at the 

Teatro Rossini in Pesaro, Unesco Creative City for Music and Italian Capital of Culture 2024. 

The theatre will stage "Cecchina suonatrice di ghironda", a farce in one act, with music by 

Pietro Generali, on a libretto by Gaetano Rossi. 

On the podium of the G. Rossini Symphony Orchestra will be maestro Daniele Agiman, one 

of the most active conductors on the international scene. The soloists will be selected by the 

Accademia Rossiniana "Alberto Zedda".  The director is Davide Garattini Raimondi. 

This farce was performed in Venice on 26 December 1810, for the inauguration of the Carnival 

Season at the Teatro San Moisè. It had been preceded in November of the same year by 

Gioachino Rossini's farce La Cambiale di matrimonio, the first Rossini opera to be staged. 

The peculiarity lies in the subject which, albeit in a sweetened form, brings to the stage one of 

the main social plagues of the time. Many young Savoyards emigrated to Paris to seek their 

fortune: the males usually worked as chimney sweeps, the females were dedicated to 

prostitution. Both played the hurdy-gurdy, an instrument with strings rubbed by a disc typical 

of the world of beggars. This score does not feature a real hurdy-gurdy, but Generali has the 

orchestra imitate the complex sound of this instrument with a virtuosity of absolute 

originality. 

The scene takes place in Paris in the luxuriously furnished home of Cecchina, who is in love 

with Henry, nephew of the Duke of Rosmond. The Duke accuses Cecchina of being a 

'seductress of inexperienced youth', of having seduced his nephew Henry, and would like to 

have her arrested. But Cecchina proves, after various vicissitudes, that she is in fact of noble 

birth and deserves to be united with Enrico, to the general jubilation. 

On Wednesday 24th August the Festival makes a stop at the Teatro della Fortuna in Fano, 

where as part of the project "Fuori il sipario", the concert "Il Belcanto marchigiano" will be 

performed, with music by G. Balducci, A. Nini, G. Persiani, N. Vaccaj, G. Spontini and other 

composers from the Marche region of the Belcanto era. 

On Thursday 25th August the Festival returns to the Teatro Rossini in Pesaro with the 

concert "La musica dei grandi teatri". The G. Rossini Symphony Orchestra will be 

conducted by Michele Nitti, considered one of the most talented Italian conductors of his 

generation, with music by P. Generali, S. Pavesi, C.E. Soliva, G. Spontini, P. Raimondi and others. 

For this event the soloists will be selected by the Accademia d'Arte Lirica of Osimo. 

On Friday 26th August the Festival moves to Urbino, another treasure of the Marche region, 

whose historic centre has been declared a Unesco World Heritage Site: at the Teatro Sanzio 
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the "Belcanto ensemble" will perform music by G. Briccialdi, G. Corticelli, D. Giovanni, G. 

Pacini, C. E. Soliva.  

Saturday 27 August is the second date in Urbino in the wonderful setting of Palazzo Ducale. 

The G. Rossini Symphony Orchestra conducted by Daniele Agiman, together with the 

soloists of the Accademia rossiniana "Alberto Zedda", will perform "Una sera a teatro": 

music by M. Carafa, S. Mercadante, F. Paër, M.A. Portugal, N.A. Zingarelli and others. 

On Sunday 28 August the "Belcanto ensemble" concert will be repeated in another 

particularly evocative location: the former Church of San Francesco, in Fano, an 

architectural complex boasting the Malatesta family tombs at its entrance, characterised by 

the absence of a roof which gives it a very special charm. 

The Festival closes in two small historic theatres in the province of Ancona, where "Il 

Belcanto marchigiano" will be staged: Saturday 3 September at the Teatro Misa in 

Arcevia and Saturday 10 September at the Teatro Alfieri in Montemarciano. 

 

Belcanto Tourism 

From the very beginning, the promotional postcard presented at the press conference 

included the tourist references of the administrations supporting the Festival. The 

organisation of IBR believes, in fact, that this proposal, together with the architectural and 

landscape beauties of the territory, constitutes an attraction for tourists who can see a reason 

to spend a few days in the Marche region in its beauty and well-being. 

 

For information: 

Info: +39 0721 580094 

boxoffice@ilbelcantoritrovato.it 

www.ilbelcantoritrovato.it 

www.orchestrarossini.it 

Press office  

G. Rossini Symphony Orchestra 

Federica Giovannini 

ufficiostampa@orchestrarossini.it 
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